SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY

wr a little more about the nervous system, we should
be able to explain such -.activities mechanically'; or (6)
they explicitly make this assertion ; (c) more rarely, they
proceed to attempt some such explanation.
;,: Partial, half-hearted, reluctant as is still the recognition
of purposive activity, it may, I think, fairly be said that
only the crude behaviourists now ignore it completely ;
that, with that exception, American psychology has become
purposive, .in the sense that it no longer ignores or denies
the goal-seeking nature of human and animal action,
but accepts it as a problem to be faced.

It would, then, be otiose in this year of grace to defend
or advocate purposive psychology in the vague sense of all
psychology that recognises purposiveness, takes account
of foresight and of urges, impulses, cravings, desires, as
motives of action.

My task is the more difficult one of justifying the far
more radically purposive psychology denoted by the adjec-
tive " hormic," a psychology which claims to be autonom-
ous ; which refuses to be bound to and limited by the
principles current in the physical sciences ; which asserts
that active striving towards a goal is a fundamental
category of psychology, and is a process of a type.that
cannot be mechanistically explained or resolved into
mechanistic sequences; which leaves it to the future
development of the sciences to decide whether the physical
sciences shall continue to be mechanistic or shall find it
necessary to adopt hormic interpretations of physical
events, and whether we are to have ultimately one science
of nature, or two, the mechanistic and the teleologicaL
For hormic psychology is not afraid to use teleological
description and explantion. Rather, it insists that those
of our activities which we can at all adequately describe
are unmistakably and undeniably teleological, are activities
which we undertake in the pursuit of some goal, for the
sake of some result which we foresee and desire to achieve.
And it holds that such activities are the true type of all
mental activities and of all truly vital activities, and that,
when we seek to interpret more obscure instances of human
activity and when we observe on the part of animals